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Strategic Transport Leadership Board 

13 May 2022 

Agenda Item 5 

 Electric vehicle infrastructure strategy 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that the Board: 

a) Receives a presentation from the Office for Zero Emission Vehicles (OZEV) on 

“Taking charge: the electric vehicle infrastructure strategy” 

b) Considers the implications of the electric vehicle infrastructure strategy on local 

authority EV infrastructure delivery, particularly noting funding opportunities 

available for local authority-led initiatives  

c) Confirms its support for EEH business unit to work with partner authorities to 

better deliver and coordinate planning for EV infrastructure across the region. 

1. Purpose of report 

1.1. The report, and presentation to the Board, is intended to highlight the scale of the 

investment being made by the government in electric vehicle (EV) infrastructure 

provision and to consider how EEH partners can maximise the impact of the 

government’s commitment in the region. 

1.2. The presentation, and subsequent discussion will allow board members to reflect on the 

speed and scale of infrastructure deployment required to facilitate the transition to ultra-

low emission vehicles. 

1.3. The report is also highlighting the role that EEH can play in supporting strategic cross 

boundary journeys and enabling requisite infrastructure.   

2. Key points to note 

2.1. The main aims of the OZEV EV infrastructure strategy are: 

• to define the government’s vision and action plan for EV infrastructure 

• set expectations for the roles and responsibilities for major stakeholders 

• set out how current and future barriers to rollout will be addressed 

• make clear where government will and will not intervene in the market 

2.2. DfT commits to “remove charging infrastructure as both a perceived, and a real, barrier 

to the adoption of electric vehicles (EVs)” by 2030.  

2.3. Private sector investment in to the EV infrastructure space is growing rapidly; for 

example, BP are to invest £1 billion in the UK over ten years. Taking a strategic view of 

deployment (both public and private sector funded) will be imperative to ensure an 

equitable, rapid transition occurs. 
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2.4. EEH and Transport East have been provided with additional funding from DfT to support 

better integrated EV infrastructure deployment. The first part of this work involves a 

“sprint diagnosis” to better understand the requirements of our partners and understand 

where private sector investment will deliver infrastructure. Transport East is leading 

procurement of the work on EEH’s behalf. 

3. Context 

3.1. In December 2021, over a quarter of all new cars sold in the UK were battery electric 

vehicles. The equivalent figure for 2019 was less than 2%. The decarbonisation of UK 

road transport is now accelerating at a rapid pace. 

3.2. Currently, there are around 29,600 public charge points for charging electric vehicles in 

the UK. Just over 5,400 of those charge points facilitate ‘rapid’ charge, which takes 

around 30 minutes. 

3.3. By 2030, the UK government expects the number of public charge points to grow to 

around 300,000 public charge points as a minimum. 

3.4. OZEV have outlined a number of funding streams that are relevant to authorities 

including the Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) Fund. LEVI will provide a total of 

£500 million “to facilitate the rollout of larger-scale charge point infrastructure projects”. 

The LEVI Fund is to help support local authorities deliver new on-street charge points -

although there are some indications that there will be some flexibility. 

3.5. OZEV has committed £10m to piloting the scheme this spring to “test how we can most 

effectively support local authorities procuring charge point deployment by trialling 

different delivery mechanisms, business models and technologies”. 

3.6. The LEVI Fund includes up to £50m to fund the staff needed to do this work, and the 

supporting knowledge and tools to help them to work out their specific local challenges 

and plan accordingly. 

3.7. Local authorities will be expected to “to develop and implement local charging strategies 

to plan for the transition to a zero-emission vehicle fleet” and those strategies “should 

identify how to provide affordable, convenient charging for residents, businesses 

including fleets, and visitors without causing pavement disruptions that could discourage 

walking and cycling”. 

3.8. Government will use its £950m Rapid Charging Fund to increase the number of “high 

powered chargers” available on the UK’s “strategic road network” to over 6,000 by 2035. 

An initial objective of the government’s is to ensure every motorway service station has 

at least six rapid chargers by the end of 2023. 

4. Consideration 

4.1. EEH is working with local authority partners and DfT to support the development of 

joined up and coordinated approach to EV infrastructure deployment strategies. In doing 

so we will be better able to consider, across both the public and private sector, market 

failure risks and gaps in the “coverage” of public charging infrastructure.  

4.2. To maximise efficiencies and strengthen our impact, EEH is collaborating with 

neighbouring STBs to best position ourselves to support the accelerated role of EV 

infrastructure.  

4.3. Through our decarbonisation working group EEH will continue to facilitate collaboration 

and the sharing of best practice. We will use this forum further engagement with the DfT 

and industry.  

4.4. The generalised impact of the OZEV infrastructure strategy will likely be notable. The 

scale of the deployments outlined is extensive and government clearly expects 

authorities to shape local deliver. It is as yet unclear how the £50m earmarked for local 

authority resource will be delivered and allocated, however it is broadly expected that 

this will be provided to authorities that have successfully applied for capital funding. 

https://twitter.com/economicheart


 www.englandseconomicheartland.com  @EconomicHeart 

Page 3 of 3 

4.5. EEH’s work and output will provide an additional framework to shape strategy delivery 

and in due course, help to support the physical delivery and prioritisation of asset 

deployment.   

5. Stakeholder implications 

5.1. The project underway with Transport East and EEH will help to ensure that EEH does not 

duplicate ongoing work and will identify a suitable programme of work/data collection. 

5.2. This will involve engagement with authorities across the region, a number of the larger 

private charge point network operators/installers as well as power distribution and 

generation companies.  

5.3. The outcome of this work will inform next steps and will be made available to authority 

partners. EEH will work with our partners to support the integration of outcomes of this 

work into localised policy development. 

6. Next steps 

6.1. EEH will keep the Board, Transport Officer Group and decarbonisation working group 

updated regarding the progress of the procurement and scope of the emerging work 

packages. 

6.2. EEH will invite OZEV officers to meet with the EEH decarbonisation working group to 

discuss the funding in more details and to provide feedback on any questions emerging 

from the application process etc.   

 

 

James Golding-Graham 

Project lead: Decarbonisation and innovation 

May 2022 
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